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TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT 
YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2014 

 
The Trustees present the annual report and accounts for 
Alexandria Parish Church for the year ended 31 December 
2014. 
 

Reference and Administrative Information 
 

Charity Name:    Alexandria Parish Church 

Charity Registration Number:  SCO01268 

Congregation Reference No:  18 11 74 
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Principal Office-bearers 
 
Minister:    Rev Elizabeth Houston 
Associate Minister: Rev Barbara O’Donnell 
Session Clerk:   Miss Linda Cust 
Clerk to the Board:  Mrs Doreen Lowe 
Church Treasurer:  Mrs Margaret Hastings 
 
Independent Examiner 
 
Mr Robin Ward ACMA 
37 Craiglomond Gardens 
Balloch 
Alexandria G83 8RP 
 
Statistical Return 31 December 2014 

Communicants on Church Roll 292 

Average church attendance 80 

Number of Persons on Supplementary Role 109 

Children and Young Adults involved in life of Congregation 30 

Number of Office Bearers 46 

Number of Baptisms during year 6 

Number of Infant Blessings during year 1 

Number of Weddings during year 1 

Number of funerals during year 18 

 
 
SERVICES OF WORSHIP 
Sunday   11:00  Public Worship 

1st Sunday March & September, - Sacrament of Holy 
Communion is celebrated at 11:00 and 14:30 

1st Sunday June & December - Sacrament of Holy 
Communion is celebrated at 11:00 

   11:00  Sunday school meets during worship 

3rd Sunday every month 15:00 - Service at Bridge 
Court Sheltered Housing 

Wednesday 18:30  Charis – Prayer Group 
 
  

Bankers 
 
Royal Bank of Scotland 
15 Mitchell Way 
Alexandria G83 0LW 
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TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT – YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 
2013 

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT 
 
Governing Document 

The Church is administered in accordance with the terms of the Model 
Deed of Constitution. 

Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees 

Members of the Kirk Session and the Congregational Board are the 
charity trustees.  The Kirk Session members are the elders of the church 
and are chosen from those members of the church who are considered 
to have the appropriate gifts and skills.  The minister, who is a member 
of the Kirk Session, is elected by the congregation and inducted by 
Presbytery.  The Congregational Board is appointed from within the 
congregation and members of the congregation are invited to nominate 
individuals who are believed to have the skills and commitment to 
contribute to the management affairs of the Church, to become members 
of the Board. Board Members are then appointed at the Stated Annual 
Meeting and serve for a period of three years after which they must seek 
re-election at the next Stated Annual Meeting. 

Organisational Structure 

The Congregational Board is chaired by the minister and meets eight 
times in a year. Certain responsibilities are delegated to the Finance 
Committee and the Property Committee as appropriate. The Kirk 
Session, which meets six times a year, is responsible for spiritual affairs 
within the church. 

Objectives and Activities 

The Church of Scotland is Trinitarian in doctrine, Reformed in tradition 
and Presbyterian in policy.  It exists to glorify God and to work for the 
advancement of Christ’s Kingdom throughout the world. As a national 
Church, it acknowledges a distinctive call and duty to bring the 
ordinances of religion to the people in every parish of Scotland through a 
territorial ministry. It co-operates with other Churches in various 
ecumenical bodies in Scotland and beyond. 
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ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE 

For 20 years my report for the Stated Annual Meeting has been a 
chronological record of notable events in the life of the congregation of 
Alexandria Parish Church.  It has included the highlights of the year and 
a long list of ‘Thank-yous’ to everyone who has made the year a 
success.  This report might well have been no different but it seems to 
me that all the events I usually mention are already familiar to those 
faithful folk who support the Church by their involvement and by 
whatever way possible, and are of little interest to those for whom the 
Kirk no longer holds a central part of daily life. 

Of course the highlights are still there – and there are new things to be 
celebrated:  our status as an Eco-congregation has created a real 
awareness of our responsibility as stewards of this earth and the 
success of the allotments at the rear of the Church is testament to the 
enormous amount of work done by Mary Sweetland and her eco-
cohorts.  We have been delighted to nurture a new involvement with the 
Alexandria branch of ‘Carousel Nurseries’.  This started with their 
‘Graduation Service’ in the Church in June and it was marvelous to see 
so many children and their families in the Church for that event:  the 
nativity at Christmas-time was a real joy and we look forward to the next 
‘Graduation’ this year. 

It has been encouraging too, to see a small increase in numbers in the 
Sunday School.  It is very difficult to keep the interest of youngsters in 
these days of ‘high-tech’ entertainment and our Sunday School staff are 
to be commended for their commitment.  The Choir continues to lead 
praise with skill and dedication under the leadership of Sheila Galbraith.  
The ‘BookRoom’ has proved to be popular, opening twice a month for 
browsing and blethering, aided and abetted by a Fairtrade cuppa. 

As the 50th Anniversary of the first service held in the present building 
draws closer (April 19th) we look forward to more celebrations and to the 
installation and dedication of the two new stained-glass panels 
commemorating the faith and the heritage of the Vale of Leven.  But, and 
it is a big ‘but’ our numbers are falling and the average attendance on 
Sundays is now regularly under 100; although the Guild and the 
Thursday group continue to flourish, it was with deep regret that ‘The 
Ladies Friendship Circle’ was forced to disband this year through lack of 
numbers. 
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Worship-wise, we continue to operate on a very traditional liturgy, largely 
my responsibility because I am from a very traditional Church of 
Scotland background; whether or not that can be sustained in these 
days where everything seems to be geared to the internet and to the use 
of more ‘technical apparatus’ during services, I really do not know.  
However, the prayer group ‘Charis’ continues to meet weekly on 
Wednesday evenings and the numbers attending are fairly consistent; 
numbers attending the Bible Study group which meets fortnightly are not 
increasing although the core members are enthusiastic. 

As we move forward into 2015, the Kirk Session faces some challenging 
decisions about the direction Alexandria Parish must take to remain 
relevant and alive in these days where for too many folk, the Church is 
little more than a comfortable anachronism.  We will all have to come to 
terms with different ways of doing things and although change can be 
challenging – and testing! – if we, as a committed congregation of 
Christ’s folk in God’s world, face these changes together, then in faith 
and in fellowship, Alexandria Parish can look forward, fearless of the 
future, our hands and hearts firmly gripped in the Hand of God. 

Elizabeth W Houston   

Minister 

 

THE KIRK SESSION 

The Kirk Session continues to meet bi-monthly and this year has been 
busy planning the design, installation and dedication of the stained glass 
windows to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the current church building.  
The dedication service will take place on 19th April 2015 which is the 
nearest Sunday to the opening of the church on 15th April 1965.  In 
January 2015 we were saddened to learn of the death of our much loved 
fellow elder Jim Chirrey following a long illness.  Jim was a stalwart 
member of the Session, and we miss his wisdom and his humour at 
Session meetings, but give thanks that he is now at peace and with the 
Master whom he served so faithfully. 

Linda Cust 

Session Clerk 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

I am delighted to report that the numbers attending Sunday School have 
increased this year and the children attending week by week are 
enthusiastic and a delight to teach.  Their participation in the Christmas 
service is always much anticipated and this year “The Grumpy 
Innkeeper” brought smiles to everyone in the congregation, especially 
the tiniest angel who knocked the door of the inn with great enthusiasm. 

The children are always happy to be in church and it is amazing how 
much they pick up from their part of the service. 

We would love to have more children in the Sunday School.  Any child 
coming along would be made very welcome. 

Linda Cust 

Sunday School Leader 

GIRLS’ BRIGADE 

There has been a slight decrease in numbers attending Girls’ Brigade 
this year but hopefully this will only be temporary. 

It has been a busy Session so far.  In October the girls attended church 
for their Annual Dedication Service and at the end of that month we had 
our annual Hallowe’en party.  It was a fun evening with all the girls 
wearing fancy dress and playing Hallowe’en-themed games.  In 
November a team of Explorers and Juniors travelled to Dalmuir to take 
part in a Divisional Potted Sports competition.  The girls had a super 
afternoon and the team from 1st Alexandria came second just missing 
winning the Divisional Trophy by a few points.  We ended the first 
Session with a very happy Christmas Party which was organised by 
some of the Brigaders as part of their badge work. 

All three sections are currently working hard to complete their 
programme material in time to receive their badges at their Annual 
Display in May, and as I write this we are preparing for our ‘Valentine’s 
Coffee Evening’ on 11th February to raise money for company funds. 

Linda Cust 

Captain 
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THE CHOIR 

The choir continues to meet regularly each Sunday before morning 
worship, to practise the hymns, introits and anthems for the service. 
Most of us belong to at least one other choir - Helensburgh Dorian Choir, 
Helensburgh Oratorio Choir, Clydebank Male Voice Choir and the B 
Flats (Gartocharn) - and apart from enjoying membership of these 
choirs, we learn much from the choral training we receive from other 
conductors. We hope this is evident in the music and praise we offer to 
the Almighty each Sunday.  
  
Sadly, very sadly, we recently lost a faithful chorister, Jim Chirrey, who 
came with some of us from the choir of the Parish Church in Alexandria 
to APC and then sang here as long as he was physically able to do so. 
We miss him not only as a chorister but as a friend.  
  
As ever, we would welcome new members, and if you feel you could 
help even just a little in the leading of praise in our worship, please 
speak to any choir member or me.  
  
Sheila Galbraith  
 
Choir leader 
 

 
THE GUILD 
 

The Guild is a movement within the Church of Scotland which 
encourages both women and men to commit their lives to Jesus Christ 
and enables them to express their faith in worship, prayer and action. 
The Guild’s theme for 2014–2015 is “A World to Serve” and we have 
kept this in mind as we share fellowship and friendship each Tuesday 
evening from October to March.  
We host our “Autumn & Spring Afternoon Teas” and the hard work and 
time spent by our members is always worth it – not only financially but 
also in welcoming people from the wider community and our own 

congregation who come along and enjoy a very happy afternoon. We 
also support The Guild national projects such as the Julius 

Project. 
 
Hazel Fox 
President 
 



Alexandria Parish Church SCO01268 2014 

  

Page 8 

 
THE THURSDAY GROUP 
 

The group continues to be well attended meeting from September to 
March on second and fourth Thursday of the month.  We are very 
fortunate in having talented folk in the church who have come along and 
given presentations and talks on "Words, their meaning and association 
with holiday pictures, The tale of a middle - eastern clay pot and its 
journey to Alexandria,  Robert Burns from a different prospective,  Our 
status as an Eco Church  and of course music and singing.   
We have also had speakers from Street Pastors, Leprosy Mission, 
Erskine, SSPA, and a demonstration and talk on Art.  All are welcome to 
any of the meetings, bring a friend if you wish, and join in the fellowship. 
 
Jean Henderson 
 
 

LINE DANCING 
 
Our Line Dancing class for retired ladies has commenced again for the 
New Year session. 
This is a very happy class where you can meet new friends, have a 
blether and good fun combined with exercise and good music. 
So why not come along and join us on Thursday mornings at 11am in 
the church hall.  We have had great attendance at these classes and I 
wish to thank all the ladies who have supported me over the years. 
 
Irene Miller 
 

FLOWER FUND 

I would like to thank everyone who donates money for the flowers each 
week and also to those who donate to the Flower Fund Box. 

A special thank you to the ladies who arrange the flowers each week 
and deliver them to the bereaved, those who are sick, and to those who 
need a bit of cheering up. It is all very much appreciated. 

Janette Tennant 

Flower Convener 
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HALL USERS 2014 

Name Day & Time Number of 
attendees 

 WEEKLY  

Sunday School Sunday 11am -12pm 8 

Choir Sunday 10:15am -11am 14 

Tae Kwon Do Monday, Thursday 4pm-
5pmSaturday 10am-11am 

45 

Badminton Club Monday 7:30pm -9:30pm 12 

Bids to School 
Playgroup 

Tuesday 9:30am -11:30am 22 

The Guild Tuesday  7pm-9pm 18 

Dance Group Tuesday 7:30pm -9pm 12 

Girls Brigade Wednesday  6:30pm – 8:30pm 20 

Perfect Your Painting Thursday 10am-12pm 10 

Line Dancing Group Thursday 11am – 12pm 30 

Lomond School of 
Dance 

Friday   3pm – 6pm 36 

   

 FORTNIGHTLY  

Thursday Group Every 2nd Thursday 7:30pm 20 

Bookroom & Fairtrade 
Cafe 

Every 2nd Saturday 10:30am 12-24 

   

 MONTHLY  

Floral Workshops 4th Wednesday 2pm-4pm 18 

Townswomens Guild 3rd Friday 7:30pm – 9:30pm 75 
 

ECO- CONGREGATION 

We continue to encourage care of the environment in worship, by taking 
practical action in the church, and by influencing attitudes and taking 
action in the local and global community.  The minister takes every 
opportunity to remind the Sunday School that God wants them to look 
after his world, even recycling a children’s address of her father’s using 
50 year-old Christmas Cards.  We also supported the Chaplain of Eco-
Congregation when he passed through the parish walking the John Muir 
Way from Helensburgh to Dunbar.  
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We have completed the installation of LED lighting in the halls and have 
noticed a considerable reduction in electricity bills.  Our Bookroom in the 
small hall continues to grow and is open every second Saturday so that 
the local community can browse the 2nd hand books and drink a cup of 
fair-trade tea or coffee.  We regularly have locally produced crafts on sale 
– greetings cards made from recycled ones are particularly popular.     

Instead of running a nearly new sale annually, we have installed a 2nd 
hand clothes collection box on the stage. It is emptied three times a year, 
or whenever full, and we have earned £250 through the RagBag scheme.   
This year we collected 92 pairs of old spectacles and sent them to Rotary 
International for reuse in 3rd world countries.  We discovered that 
polystyrene is almost impossible to recycle so have asked organisation 
using the halls to use double wall paper cups and plates rather than 
polystyrene ones.  As well as being cheaper, they can also be 
composted. 

A major success this year has been the development of allotments at the 
rear of the church.  Thanks to a grant from West Dumbarton Council ten 
plots were established in the spring, with the first digging by allotment-
eers on a cold day in April.  After a wet spring we had a long dry summer, 
and bumper crops of potatoes, onions, peas, cabbage, turnip, carrots, 
strawberries, cauliflower.  Members of Lomond Community Gardens and 
Allotments donated produce to make soup for our harvest lunch in 
September, and with our harvest appeal collection we were able to send 
over £600 to Water Aid to help bring water and sanitation to areas in 
Africa.   The next development for the allotments is to add another four 
plots, and add a polytunnel, fruit trees and bees funded by an award from 
the Big Lottery.  We were very pleased that children from the local 
Carousel Nursery have adopted two of the raised beds which are now 
planted with spring bulbs. 

We will submit for our 2nd Award shortly, although making a 5% saving 
per year in gas use is a major challenge. The fifty year old control valves 
on the heating system have all failed and had to be replaced over the last 
two years. 

Mary Sweetland,  

Eco Convenor 
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FINANCIAL REVIEW 
 
This annual financial statement report has been directly prepared from 
our Finance Co-ordinator software, which complies with Church of 
Scotland and OSCR requirements. 
 
Income 
 

 
 
The Church’s main income is from the regular weekly giving of its 
members - a total of £47,980 for 2014. This is a drop of £756 (2%) or 
£15 per week from 2013 with a 3% reduction in membership. The 
addition of Gift Aid for 2013 of £10,354 adds another 22% to our regular 
weekly giving and this is greatly appreciated. In particular the Gift Aid 
Small Donation Scheme (GASDS) enable us to claim the maximum of 
£1,250 for the fiscal year 2013/2014. The on-line Gift Aid claims process 
with HMRC has worked well with the Donation Co-ordinator Software we 
purchased to reduce the manual work in processing HMRC claims. The 
economics of an ageing congregation and reducing roll means that we 
depend on additional fundraising activities to meet our expenditure. 
 
Weekly Offering 
The table over demonstrates the way offerings are given to the church 
and the averages per annum and per week. Only 60% of the 
membership is giving regularly. For every 5 members, 2 members are 
seen not to be supporting the congregation. 
  
 
 

Giving 
61% 

Fundraising 
10% 

Hall users; 
Publications 

12% 

Organisations 
7% 

Anniversary 
Windows 

5% 

Legacy 
5% 

Donations 
0% Investments 

0% 

Income 2014 
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Table - Giving by members 
 

Number Number of 
members 

Method of Giving Average 
giving by 
member 
by year 

Average 
giving by 
member 
by week 

60 75 Standing Order (SO) £420 £8.08 

34 40 FWO (Gift Aid) £305 £5.86 

53 61 FWO £182 £3.50 

 116 Not giving £0 £0 

Overall average members who give by FWO or 
SO 

£311 £5.99 

Overall average all members £188 £3.61 

Families often give a single donation thus number of members is used to calculate giving by member. 

The above table includes additional giving received from HM Revenue & Customs in gift aid payment 

 
During 2014 the average giving by supporting member has increased by 
4%. We see a reduction in giving by Standing Order of 5% reflecting the 
death of several high donor regular givers. FWO envelope Gift Aid 
Giving has increased by 6% and the FWO envelope giving has 
increased by 12% reflecting tax threshold changes. The Gift Aid Small 
Donation scheme has allowed us to claim additional Gift Aid on cash 
donations through the plate, penny jars, flower box, taxis and teas. 

 

In challenging economic conditions increasing giving income is not 
always possible. Members also contribute to the work of the 
congregation through volunteering their time and talents in fellowship, 
fabric works and fundraising. 
 
Contributions from Congregational Organisations 
The funds of the Congregational Organisations are incorporated fully into 
the church accounts.  
 
The organisations raise funds through a variety of community activities 
and events attracting non-church members to their fellowship. 
Throughout the year, organisations transferred money to the general 
fund. We are grateful to the leaders of the organisations who provide 
outreach and fellowship throughout the year. 
 

Badminton Club £410 
Guild £2,000 
Line Dancing £800 
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Thursday Group £100 
Girls’ Brigade £100 

 
Fund Raising 
Every week a tea fellowship runs after the church service, which allows 
members to meet visitors and tourists attending the service and provides 
an opportunity to browse the book shop, and purchase fair trade goods 
and local free range eggs. The many cups of tea and coffee served 
during the year and the donation of Penny Jars contributed £1404 to the 
general fund. 

 
Our halls continue to be well used by the community, 11% of our income 
is from hall users. The fortnightly Book Room and Fair Trade Café 
continued to flourish raising £1,367. Our incoming resources from 
charitable activities (coffee afternoons, fayres, nearly new sales etc.) 
were well supported over the year however we saw a 4% reduction in 
income and they were 5% below the budget expectations. These fund 
raising activities allow us to maintain a safe and accessible building for 
the benefit of the local population who regularly join with members in 
social activities for the area.  
This year saw the establishment of the Lomond Allotment association in 
the grounds to the north of the Church. We received a donation from the 
group of £80 at the end of the year. Our fundraising and social events 
are well supported by the community and it is heartening to see people 
returning throughout the year. 
 
During 2014 we received £4,415 in donations for the new stained glass 
windows for the east gable end of the Church. Over the 2 years we have 
received £8,445 in donations plus Gift Aid of £1,555 which covers the 
design, supply and fitting of the 2 Heritage Windows to commemorate 50 
years of worship on this site. We also received a legacy of £5,000 from 
the estate of Mr Donald Gillies Smith in December 2014. This has been 
specified for the Organ Replacement Fund.  
 
Investment Income 
Our Investment Income over the year is 17% lower than in 2014. This is 
due to the reduction in our Consolidated Fabric Fund – Revenue by 44% 
to cover the costs of external repairs to the Church Building. The returns 
from M&G Equities remained similar to 2013.  
The value of our 8335 shares in the General Trustees Consolidated 
Fabric Fund increased by 4.7% during 2014. The M&G Equities 
Investment Fund (gifted from Robert Urie Trust) has remained at a 
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similar level as 2013. Interest rates have remained low with bank interest 
at a similar level to 2011. 

 
Expenditure 
 

 
 
Each Church of Scotland congregation has to contribute its 
share of the Ministries and Mission Contributions. Of our 
payment of £47,913, 86% is the cost of a parish minister with 
at least 10 years’ service (stipend, employer’s national 
insurance and pension contributions - £41,205), and the 
additional 14% (£6,708) is spent on Mission and Renewal 
activities across the Church.  
 
Expenditure has been contained within budget. Our largest 
spend is on our Mission & Ministry allocation and in 2014 we 
were again a fully supporting congregation. Our Mission and 
Ministry payment is 87% of our offering income.  We continue 
with Scottish Hydro for dual fuel as part of the Church of 
Scotland energy contract. We have seen an improvement in 
our Energy costs during 2014 (we had a mild winter) with 
spend being 20% less than 2013. On average it costs £100 to 
heat our buildings (during autumn, winter and spring) and £25 
on electricity per week. As part of our Eco Church commitment 
we continue to monitor energy usage.  
 

Charitable 
Activities 

54% 

Salary Costs 
14% 

Fabric 
14% 

Energy Costs 
6% 

Organisations 
3% 

Insurance 
3% Office 

Costs 
3% 

Council Tax 
1% Costs of 

Generating 
Funds 

1% 

Equipment & 
Outreach 

1% 

Governance 
Costs 

0% 

Expenditure 2014 
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In 2014 there was no salary increase to music and office staff. 
However we followed Church of Scotland guidance to pay our 
cleaner at the Living Wage for her nine hours per week. Office 
and printing costs increased by 31% in year, mainly due to the 
increased cost of ink cartridges.  
 
To support the electronic Gift Aid claims procedure to HMRC we 
purchased the “Donations Co-ordinator” software. This 
streamlines the processing of Gift Aid claims and the ability to 

import and export files with our Finance software.  
 
For the first time since the refurbishment of the Hall Complex 
in late 90s we have had to use funds from our Consolidated 
Fabric Fund Revenue account (Appendix P27) to cover the cost 
(£21,165) of replacing and painting external woodwork and 
windows of the church building. The required Fire safety 
upgrade to install door closures, smoke exclusion strips on 
doors leading to escape routes; fire safety glass; additional fire 

alarm requirements was completed early in 2014 at a cost of 
£4,536 this was 74% of the fabric maintenance spend.  

Payment of £5000 was made to Roland Mitton for one of the 
Anniversary stained glass windows from the donated restricted 
funds. Payment for the second window will be made on 
completion of the windows in April 2015 from the Restricted 
Fabric Development Fund.   

Additional spend was required on the heating system with 
distribution valves failing – heating engineer bills were £1397, 
15% of fabric maintenance spend. We also had to replace aged 
sanitary ware in the halls –obviously not meant to last more 
than 50 years.  

We are grateful to our volunteer electrician who carried out the 
PAT testing of the electrical equipment and the painting 
volunteers who gave their time to paint the woodwork and 

walls in the hall corridors.  

At the end 2014 we are showing a positive balance in year of 
£588. 
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Reserves Policy 
It is the Trustees’ policy to hold reserves of approximately six 
months’ expenditure including designated funds. At the year 
end, the Church held unrestricted and designated funds of 
£15,172 of which £4,247 had been designated for fabric fund 
and £4,821 for equipment replacement. The church normally 
maintains one month’s expenditure (£6,000) for cash flow 
credit balance within the general account. Organisational Funds 

amounted to £4,550.  
 
The church also held £22,053 of restricted funds and £42,356 
held in Investments in Church of Scotland Investors Trust 
which have been provided for the purposes specified in Note 2. 
The Church of Scotland General Trustees hold £37,800 in the 
Consolidated Fabric Fund (appendix). The majority of these 
reserves are held for fabric maintenance and developments. 
The church also holds a legacy investment from the Robert Urie 

Trust of 129 Units in M&G Equities Investment Fund for 
Charities valued at £1,855 at year end. 
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Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities 
 
The members of the Kirk Session / Congregational Board must prepare 
financial statements which give sufficient detail to enable an appreciation 
of the transactions of the Church during the financial year. The members 
of the Kirk Session / Congregational Board are responsible for keeping 
proper accounting records which, on request, must reflect the financial 
position of the Church at that time. This must be done to ensure that the 
financial statements comply with the Charities and Trustee Investment 
(Scotland) Act 2005, the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 
and the Regulations Anent Congregational Finance approved by the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 2007. They are also 
responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Church and must take 
reasonable steps for the prevention and/or detection of fraud and other 
irregularities. 
 
Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf, 
 
 
 
 
L Cust 
 
Session Clerk 
 
Date 23rd  February 2015 
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Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of Alexandria Parish Church  -  SCO 
01268 

I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 December 2014 which are set out 
on pages 19 to 27 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with 
the terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities 
Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006. 

The charity trustees consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1) (a) to (c) of the 
Accounts Regulations does not apply. It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as 
required under section 44(1) (c) of the Act and to state whether particular matters have come 
to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner’s statement 

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts 
(Scotland) Regulations 2006.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records 
kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It also 
includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeks 
explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do 
not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not 
express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts. 

Independent examiner’s statement: 

In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention   

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements 

 to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act and 
Regulation 4 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations, and 

 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with 
Regulation 8 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations have not been met, or 

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 

understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 

 

 

Name:  Mr Robin Ward 

Professional Qualification/Professional Body:   ACMA 

Address:      37 Craiglomond Gardens 

Balloch 

Alexandria  G83 8RP 

Date:    March 2015 
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Receipts and Payments Account 

 Unrestricted 
funds 

Restricted 
funds 

Total 2014 
funds 

Total 2013 
funds                        

Receipts     
Donations £200 — £200 £730 
Congregational organisations £180 — £180 £100 
Benevolent — £314 £314 £251 
Weekly Freewill Offerings £12,360 — £12,360 £13,496 
Gift Aid Offerings £32,938 — £32,938 £32,548 
Open plate £2,682 — £2,682 £2,692 
Tax recovered on gift aid £10,354 — £10,354 £8,783 
Legacies (Organ Fund) — £5,000 £5,000 £5,000 
Activities for generating funds £11,186 — £11,186 £9,756 
Bank & Deposit income £11 — £11 £11 
Investment Income £443 — £443 £533 
Other receipts (50 year Windows) — £4,415 £4,415 £3,175 
Organizational income £6,383 — £6,383 £6,481 
Incoming resources from charitable activities £9,531 — £9,531 £9,906 

Total receipts £86,268 £9,729 £95,997 £93,462 
     
Payments     
Costs of generating funds £855 — £855 £976 
Charitable activities £51,577 — £51,577 £50,457 
 Salary costs £13,751 — £13,751 £13,589 
 Council tax £1,443 — £1,443 £1,436 
 Fabric repairs & maintenance £8,115 £5,000 £13,115 £12,770 
 Energy costs £5,642 — £5,642 £7,023 
 Insurance £2,570 — £2,570 £2,672 
 Church office costs £2,626 — £2,626 £2,000 
 Organ & music — — — — 
 Equipment & outreach £719 £30 £749 £748 
Organisation Expenses £2,610 — £2,610 £3,508 
Governance costs £473 — £473 £232 

Total payments £90,380 £5,030 £95,410 £95,411 
     

Excess of receipts over payments before 
transfer 

(£4,113) £4,699 £587 (£1,949) 

     
Transfers     
Gross transfers between funds - in £4,740 £30 £4,770 £30,049 
Gross transfers between funds - out (£4,740) (£30) (£4,770) (£30,049) 

Excess of receipts over payments before 
other gains / losses 

(£4,113) £4,699 £587 (£1,949) 

     

Net movement in funds (£4,113) £4,699 £587 (£1,949) 
     

Excess of receipts over payments at 
beginning of year brought forward 

£22,320 £17,354 £39,674 £41,623 

     

Excess of receipts over payments for the 
year to carry forward 

£18,207 £22,054 £40,261 £39,674 
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Balance sheet 

 Total 2014 
funds 

Total 2013 
funds                        

   

Current assets   

Bank Current General Account (00216854) £7,495 £5,265 
Bank Current Account Fabric (00228577) £75 £75 
Bank Deposit Special Account (00222765) £29,878 £30,529 
Organisational Bank Accounts £4,594 £4,127 

 Cash at bank and in hand £42,042 £39,996 

Liabilities   

 Creditors: Amounts falling due in one year £1,781 £322 

Net current assets  £40,261 £39,674 
   

Total net assets  £40,261 £39,674 
   
Represented by    
Unrestricted   
 General fund £4,545 £6,125 
   
Designated   
 Fabric Fund £4,247 £7,247 
 Music Fund £180 £180 
 Social & Fundraising £280 £276 
 Sunday School £653 £693 
 Line Dancing £77 £45 
 Thursday Group £63 £191 
 Equipment Fund £4,821 £4,821 
 Badminton Group £43 £38 
 Flower Fund £577 £198 
 Friendship Circle £88 £116 
 Guild £2,632 £2,391 
   
Restricted   
 Fabric Development £7,011 £7,596 
 Benevolent Fund £4,025 £3,741 
 Graves & Memorials £1,017 £1,017 
 Legacies £10,000 £5,000 
   

Funds of the church  £40,261 £39,674 
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Investments at market value    This year
  

 
Last year 

 Church of Scotland Investors Trust Growth Fund  £  £ 

 790 Units Growth Fund  unit value £4.29     

 Market value at 31 December   3,263  2,789 

 Unrealised gain / (loss) on investments  126       474       

 Market value at 31 December   3,389  3,263 

 Investment at cost   £445     

         
The following investments are held with Church of Scotland Investors Trust 

 Fabric Fund (000181174/1)     14,500  14,500 

 Property Fund (000181174/2)     13,487  13,487 

 Fabric Reserve (000181174/3)    3,880  3,880 

 Flower Fund (000181174/4)    100  100 

 Cong. Purposes - Kerr Bequest (000181174/5)  7,000  7,000 

     TOTAL  38,967  38,967 

Investments from Robert Urie Trust  

 129 Units M&G Equities Investment Fund for Charities    This Year  Last Year 

 Market Value at 31 December 2013 unit value  
£1438.18 

1,855  1,857 

 TOTAL INVESTMENTS      44,211  44,087 

         
Assets        

Gift Aid Receivable 
       
     9,480   9,143  

         
 

 

The accounts were approved by the Kirk Session and Financial Board on 23/02/15 

For and on behalf of the Kirk Session and Financial Board 
 
 

    

________________________________________________Session Clerk 

_________________________________________________ Treasurer  
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Notes to the Accounts 

1. Trustee Remuneration and Related Party Transactions 

During the year 5 trustees received reimbursement of expenses incurred totaling £125. 

In addition Mrs. Doreen Lowe who is a member of the Kirk Session, received £4,237 for 
providing her services as administrator during the year. 

In addition Mrs. Sheila Galbraith who is a member of the Kirk Session, received £1,939 
for providing her services as choir leader during the year. 

In addition Rev. Elizabeth Houston, who is a member of the Kirk Session, received 
£4,532 for travelling expenses, telephone, broadband and council tax during the year. 

In addition Dr. Iain Galbraith, who is a member of the Kirk Session, received £3,515 for 
providing his services as organist during the year.  

2. Fund movement by type 

  Opening Incoming Outgoing Transfers Closing 

General - General fund              
 Unrestricted £6,125 £78,480 £84,770 £4,710 £4,545 

Sub-total for General £6,125 £78,480 £84,770 £4,710 £4,545 
      
FabrF - Fabric Fund               
 Designated £7,247 — £3,000 — £4,247 

Sub-total for FabrF £7,247 — £3,000 — £4,247 
      
FabdevF - Fabric Development        
 Restricted £7,596 £4,415 £5,000 — £7,011 

Sub-total for FabdevF £7,596 £4,415 £5,000 — £7,011 
      
EquipF - Equipment Fund            
 Designated £4,821 — — — £4,821 

Sub-total for EquipF £4,821 — — — £4,821 
      
BenevF - Benevolent Fund           
 Restricted £3,741 £314 £30 — £4,025 

Sub-total for BenevF £3,741 £314 £30 — £4,025 
      
GrMemF - Graves & Memorials        
 Restricted £1,017 — — — £1,017 

Sub-total for GrMemF £1,017 — — — £1,017 
      
LegF - Legacies                  
 Restricted £5,000 £5,000 — — £10,000 

Sub-total for LegF £5,000 £5,000 — — £10,000 
      
SocFndF - Social & Fundraising      
 Designated £276 £1,404 — (£1,400) £280 

Sub-total for SocFndF £276 £1,404 — (£1,400) £280 
      
SunSchF - Sunday School             
 Designated £693 £159 £199 — £653 

Sub-total for SunSchF £693 £159 £199 — £653 
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BdmClbF - Badminton Group           
 Designated £38 £429 £13 (£410) £43 

Sub-total for BdmClbF £38 £429 £13 (£410) £43 
      
FlwF - Flower Fund               
 Designated £198 £1,424 £1,044 — £577 

Sub-total for FlwF £198 £1,424 £1,044 — £577 
      
FrCrcF - Friendship Circle         
 Designated £116 £22 £50 — £88 

Sub-total for FrCrcF £116 £22 £50 — £88 
      
GUDF - Guild                     
 Designated £2,391 £2,780 £539 (£2,000) £2,632 

Sub-total for GUDF £2,391 £2,780 £539 (£2,000) £2,632 
      
MusF - Music Fund                
 Designated £180 — — — £180 

Sub-total for MusF £180 — — — £180 
      
LnDncF - Line Dancing              
 Designated £45 £1,081 £249 (£800) £77 

Sub-total for LnDncF £45 £1,081 £249 (£800) £77 
      
ThGrpF - Thursday Group            
 Designated £191 £488 £515 (£100) £63 

Sub-total for ThGrpF £191 £488 £515 (£100) £63 

      

Grand total £39,674 £95,997 £95,410 — £40,261 
      

Purposes of Designated Funds 
Fabric Fund: The Trustees have set aside funds for the upkeep of the fabric of the Church; Halls and 
Manse buildings. 

Sunday School Fund: The Trustees have set aside funds for use by the Sunday School.  

Music Fund:  Trustees have set aside funds for the purchase of music resources for use in worship. 

Flower Fund: Trustees have set aside funds for the purchase of flowers to enhance the sanctuary. 
  

Organisations have funds to carry out their organizational aims which will include charitable activities, as 
detailed in annual report.  

Equipment Fund: This is a fund to be used towards the purchase of equipment to facilitate the work of the 
church.          

Purposes of Restricted Funds 
Benevolent Fund: This is a fund to provide charitable resources within the parish.  

Graves & Memorials: This fund is to provide for the upkeep of war memorial in church grounds 

Fabric Developments:  Restricted fund to hold donations specified for building improvement. 
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3. Analysis of receipts and payments 
RECEIPTS 

 Unrestricted Designated Restricted 2014 2013 

DONATIONS      
1106 - Other Offerings £200 — — £200 £730 
1110 - Organisation Donations £180 — — £180 £100 

1195 - Benevolent Fund — — £314 £314 £251 

1101 - WFO Scheme Non Gift 
Aid 

£12,360 — — £12,360 £13,496 

1103 - Gift Aid Donations £32,938 — — £32,938 £32,548 

1105 - Ordinary Offerings £2,682 — — £2,682 £2,692 

1104 - Tax Recovered £10,354 — — £10,354 £8,783 

Legacies      

1170 - Restricted Legacy — — £5,000 £5,000 £5,000 

Activities for generating 
funds 

     

1127 - Gross Trading Receipts £384 — — £384 £421 
1150 - Use of Premises £9,868 — — £9,868 £8,348 
1161 - PUBLICATIONS £310 — — £310 £381 
1162 - Life and Work Income £624 — — £624 £606 
Bank & Deposit income      
1140 - Bank and Deposit 
Interest 

£11 — — £11 £11 

1130 - Investment Income £443 — — £443 £533 
Other receipts      
1180 - Income for Fabric 
Development Fund (50 year 
Windows) 

— — £4,415 £4,415 £3,175 

Organisational income      
1199 - Organisation receipts — £6,383  £6,383 £6,481 

 
INCOMING RESOURCES 
FROM CHARITABLE 
ACTIVITIES      

      
1120 - Regular Fund Raising £486 £1,404 — £1,889 £2,299 
1125 - Weddings and Funerals £1,030 — — £1,030 £290 
1160 - Miscellaneous Income £293 — — £293 £287 
1181 - Bookroom £1,367 — — £1,367 £1,521 
1182 - Fete / Garden Festival £2,113 — — £2,113 £2,562 
1183 - Advent Market £2,202 — — £2,202 £2,017 
1184 – Fund raising event(s) £636 — — £636 £931 
      

Total £78,481 £7,787 £9,729 £95,997 £93,462 
      

PAYMENTS 

Costs of generating funds Unrestricted Designated Restricted 2014 2013 

1230 - Fund raising expenses 
(exceptional) 

£74 — — £74 — 

1232 - Gross Trading Payments £251 — — £251 £354 
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1233 - Bank charges — — — — £10 
1262 - Life and Work Expenses £530 — — £530 £612 

Charitable activities      

1201 - Ministries-Mission 
Allocation 

£47,913 — — £47,913 £46,692 

1209 - Presbytery Dues £574 — — £574 £554 
1214 - Ministry Travel expenses £2,110 — — £2,110 £2,237 
1215 - Ministers Telephone £954 — — £954 £954 
1216 - Ministers Other Expenses £25 — — £25 £20 
SALARY COSTS      

1217 - Pulpit Supply £50 — — £50 £308 
1242 - Organist & Choir Salaries £5,934 — — £5,934 £5,689 
1244 - Secretary Salary £4,237 — — £4,237 £4,212 
1246 - Cleaner Salary £3,530 — — £3,530 £3,380 
COUNCIL TAX      

1325 - Council Tax Manse £1,443 — — £1,443 £1,436 

FABRIC REPAIRS & 
MAINTENANCE 

     

1394 – Organisation Payments — £2,610 — £2,610 £3,508 

Governance costs      

1391 – Independent Examination £50 — — £50 £50 
1392 - Preparation of Accounts £248 — — £248 — 
1393 - Offering Envelopes £175 — — £175 £182 
      

Total £84,770 £5,610 £5,030 £95,410 £95,411 
      

 

1300 - Fabric Maintenance 
Church 

£1,493 — — £1,493 £2,620 

1301 - Organ - Piano 
Maintenance 

£160 — — £160 £160 

1308 - Cleaning Materials £12 — — £12 £11 
1309 - Upkeep of Grounds £40 — — £40 £10 
1320 - Fabric Maintenance 
Manse 

£313 — — £313 £4,142 

1340 - Fabric Maintenance Halls £3,096 £3,000 — £6,096 £5,828 
1399C – Major Fab Exp - Window — — £5,000 £5,000 — 
ENERGY COSTS      

1302 - Gas Church £4,391 — — £4,391 £5,527 
1303 - Electricity Church £1,251 — — £1,251 £1,496 

INSURANCE      

1307 - Insurance Church £2,570 — — £2,570 £2,672 
CHURCH OFFICE COSTS      
1250 - Printing £1,640 — — £1,640 £859 
1251 - Stationery £264 — — £264 £230 
1252 - Photocopying £390 — — £390 £583 
1253 - Telephone £333 — — £333 £329 
EQUIPMENT & OUTREACH      
1260 - Equipment £263 — — £263 £232 
1263 - Publicity and Adverts 
(Web) 

£230 — — £230 £216 

1265 - Outreach £50 — — £50 £50 
1280 - Miscellaneous Expenses £125 — — £125 £120 
1395 - Donations to Third Parties £50 — £30 £80 £130 

Organisation Expenses      
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4 
All Church of Scotland congregations contribute to the National Stipend Fund which 
bears the costs of all ministers' stipends and employer's contributions for national 
insurance, pension and housing and loan fund. Ministers' stipends are paid in 
accordance with the national stipend scale, which is related to years of service. For the 
year under review the minimum stipend was £25,607 and the maximum stipend (in the 
fifth and subsequent years) £31,469. 

5 

 
3 Trustees (Minister, Treasurer and a nominated member of Congregational Board) are 
Trustees of the Miss I C Kerr’s Trust “To the Glory of God” per the Parish Church of 
Alexandria – SC017790 
 

6 Collections for Third Parties 
 

2014 
 

2013 

     

£ 
 

£ 

 Alzheimers Scotland  330   

 CHAS  845   

 
Christian Aid 

 

652 
 

425 

 
Dumbarton Presbytery – Palestine Appeal 

 

50 
 

50 

 Embrace ME   422  322 

 
Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society    215 

 Erskine Hospital    157 

 Glasgow City Mission  222   

 Marie Curie Cancer Care  363   

 Rio Orphanage  600   

 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution    250 

 UNICEF Commonwealth Fund  100   

 
VOLH Oncology Nurse Fund  575  1,740 

 
Water Aid  655  581 

   
Total 

 
4,765 

 
3,740 

        

 

These are collections made by members and organisations and donated to these 
charities. The church provides a bank lodgement and payment facility for the safe 
movement of money. 
 

 

 
Cheque for Glasgow City Mission (£222) is outstanding at year end (restricted) 
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APPENDIX          

FUNDS HELD ON BEHALF OF THE CONGREGATION 

BY THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND GENERAL TRUSTEES 

 2014 2013 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT £ £ 

Credit Balances held at 31 December at cost 
of 8,335 shares 

9,658  9,658  

Market Value of Balances at 31 December: 
Consolidated Fabric Fund – Capital (Unit 
price £1.33) 

11,086 10,585
  

REVENUE ACCOUNT    

Credit Balance at 31 December : 
Consolidated Fabric Fund - Revenue  

26,714 47,222 

       

Notes :         

Capital and Revenue accounts are always credit balances but Temporary accounts can be 

either credit or debit balances. If a debit figure this should not be included as a liability but in 

most cases will be recouped from property sale proceeds in due course.   
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General Fund 2014 INCOME General Fund 

Budget Actual Voluntary Income Budget 2015 

£14,600 £12,360 WFO Scheme £12,504 
 £33,000 £32,938 Gift Aid Giving £33,000 
 £9,140 £10,354 Tax Recovered on  Gift Aid  £9,480 
 £3,300 £2,682 Open Plate £2,700 
 £4,000 £3,490 Contribution from Cong. Organisations £3,500 
 £400 £630 Other  £400 
 £64,440 £62,454 

  
£61,584 

  
Activities for Generating Funds 

  £7,200 £9,868 Hall Users £7,500 
 £800 £404 Printing / Publications £300 £7,800 

  
Investment Income  

 £500 £443 Income from Investments £430 
 £10 £11 Deposits £8 £438 

  
Incoming Resources from Charitable Activities 

 £600 £1,030 Weddings & Funerals £600 
 £8,600 £8,140 Regular Fundraising Events £6,500 
 £400 £293 Other  £300 £7,400 

£82,408 £82,643 Total Ordinary General Income   £77,222 

  
EXPENDITURE 

  

 
Charitable Activities 

  £48,488 £48,487 Mission & Ministry + Presbytery £47,135 
 £2,480 £2,110 Minister's Expenses £2,100 
 £1,000 £979 Ministerial Assistance £985 
 £360 £50 Pulpit Supply £300 
 £13,282 £13,701 Other salary costs £13,785 
 £6,000 £8,114 Fabric Repairs & Maintenance £6,000 
 £1,450 £1,443 Council Tax £1,500 
 £7,100 £5,642 Other Buildings Costs (Energy) £7,100 
 £2,680 £2,570 Insurance £2650 
 £2,100 £2,627 Church Office Expenses £2,800 
 £1,000 £718 Equipment / outreach/ publications £200 
 £85,940 £86,441 

  
£84,555 

  
Costs of Generating Funds 

  £200 £175 Offering Envelopes £200 
 £24 £0 Bank charges £0 
 £248 £248 Accountancy Software Support £0 £200 

  
Governance Costs 

  £50 £50 Independent Examiner’s Fee £50 £50 

£86,462 £86,914 Total Ordinary General Expenditure   £84,805 

(£4,054) £(4,271) General Fund Surplus / (Deficit) for the year (£7,583) 
 


